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LEFFER TOTHE EDITOE

Will Hughes’ concise and
rather expert history of the
upstart of the AIDS virus and
its early manifestations at
Columbia, “Fight On: The Story
of AIDS at Columbia,” is to be
commended —but as a resident
advocate for the Gay Health
Advocacy Project, Hughes
entangles himself in a conflict of
interest when detailing the AIDS
experience at today’s Columbia,
and so oversteps his bounds.

The emergent message of the
piece for me and other Columbia
MSMs is that someone we know
holds one of the few keys we
have for on-campus testing. That
someone is going to walk around
campus with the knowledge of
our HIV status in his head, and
not only that, but he’ll also be
theorizing and reframing our
health for his own ends.

The “peer” aspct of GHAP is
a vestige of an older, scarier HIV
era. As a gay man living in a city
where contracting HIV is a real
and present fear, I want to know
my status with no stipulations. I
want it anonymous, confidential,
and administered by a health
professional. That’s all. The other
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